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Close Analysis of a Film: Devil in a Blue Dress
The film Devil in a Blue Dress is set in the 1940s in Los Angeles. The film depicts the black perspective on corruption and other social injustices that stretch the streets of Los Angeles up to the corridors of powers. Ezekiel Rawlins (Denzel Washington) is depicted as a private detective by accident; he does own a gun or training skills to work as a detective. However, the death of Coretta James puts him in a situation that he implicates him; unless he gets the perpetrator or else he will go to jail. He was the last person to see Coretta the morning she was killed. In an attempt to find out who killed Coretta, Easy picks up the trail of the mystery women, Daphne Monet. 
The writer and director of the film depict the racial tension and the brooding atmosphere in Los Angeles in the 1940s by presenting the alienating displacement of the black people. Los Angeles is dominated by the Whites; the blacks are left to struggle to make ends meet. Easy came from Texas, together with other blacks to find a better life. However, there is no job and the only thing that Easy can do is take a snooping job which he feels is putting him at risk. However, he cannot leave it because it makes his dream of owning a house comes true. Easy gets pulled into the world of corruption, blackmail, and murder as he tries to solve Coretta’s death. Towards the end when he meets Daphne Monet, he finds out the truth about Coretta’s death as he threatens Monet to take her to the police with the photos. After telling her that he has the photos, Monet finally confesses the secret that he has been keeping that left Coretta dead. The director depicts the racial alienation and tension between the Whites and the blacks in the 1940s. Even though Coretta claimed to be Monet’s friend, she (Monet) lets her die because she wants to keep her secret. Monet says that Coretta “threatened to sell the pictures to Trail (1:17.41). Monet is blackmailed by Trail over the fact that Frank Green is not white even he wants to vie for Mayor Position. All along the audience knows that Monet is Frank Green’s girlfriend; however, the truth is revealed when Easy and Monet are discussing the photos as she says that Frank is her brother (1:17:19). 
Blackmail and corruption are evident in this scene as Monet offers to silence Easy on the photos as she offers to give him a thousand dollars. This was not the first time either; Monet offered Rich Miggie seven thousand dollars before to silence him (1:16:29). Monet is blackmailed over the photos because she and Frank have different fathers from different races. Easy Rawlins is a decent man who has two-bedroom bungalow house, but he enters the world of DeWitts and Daphne to pay his mortgage. Even though he did not want to get involved in the case, Easy finds himself getting further into the case as he tries to solve Coretta’s death. Even though it was based on the perspective of the 1940s, Devil in a Blue Dress remains one of the best crime movies that can help understand the American history on racial alienation and tension in the early 1900s. 
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